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"Would you be glad," Julie said, "if he turned out to be
a great writer?"
"Great writer?" van Leyden repeated, as if the idea had
entered his head for the first time. "Oh, I don't know about
that. The point is one doesn't like to shut away what may
be of some value if there's a chance of its being investigated
by a man of discretion. I don't want strangers poking
about at Enkendaal," he exclaimed, raising his voice and
blowing into his moustache; "fellows, I mean, who'd treat
our papers as if they were some exhibit in a public museum.
And I don't want fools coming here in little black coats
and bowler hats, and bowing and scraping to me because
I'm van Leyden van Enkendael, and then having the
damned insolence to tell me that my uncle was mad."
He rose and, clasping his hands behind his back, strutted
to and fro in the great room like a nervous sea-captain
pacing his quarter-deck with the enemy in sight. Julie,
seated on a high, embroidered stool, her body thrown
back, her head a little lowered, her hands clasped about a
raised knee, observed him with amusement and, without
speech, shared her amusement with Lewis.
"We all know what you're going to say, Oom Piet. Why
not say it? You are going to offer the papers to Lewis on
condition that	"
"No," said van Leyden, coming to a halt. "That's where
you're wrong. That's where a woman would be wrong
nine times out of ten—making conditions. Choose your
man right and conditions can go hang. There are the
keys on your table," he said to Lewis. "You know my
inindL"
Dirk van Leyden's papers had become a part of Lewis's
work. In the latter days of May he was increasingly glad of
them, partly because they were the occasion of the Baron's
visits to the tower. Simplicity of manner and a stern pride,
deep, stubborn prejudice and a fearless originality of spirit,
continually revealed fresh harmonies and discords in the
old man's character, and Lewis was never tired of hearing
his shrewd comments on men and affairs. Enkendaal was
Hs world, but so profound was his love and knowledge of

